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The conference took place in Dharamsala, India, the head-
quarters of the Dalai Lama and his Tibetan Government-in-Exile.
The story surrounding the selection of the Panchen Lama is a
fascinating one—full of political intrigue, mystical ritual omens,
visions, chants, dreams. divinations, and claims by the People’s
Republic of China (PRC) that it is more “religiously correct™ and
faithful to Tibetan Buddhism than is the Dalai Lama.

The Panchen Lama-or “Great Scholar”—is believed to be
the manifestation of Buddha Amitabha, dating back to the six-
teenth century. The concept of the reincarnation of a lama—
where the soul of a dead lama is thought to have taken on the
physical being of a newly born individual—is uniquely Tibetan.

Every participant at an inter-
nalional human rights conference
last June received a small
pamphlel published by Tibetan
supporters of Tibetan Buddhism's
highest-ranking figure, the Dalai
Lama. Entitled “The World's
Youngest Political Prisoner,”

the pamphlet makes a plea for
supporl for a young boy, now
nine years old, who the Chinese
government has allegedly
kidnapped and detained. The
Dalai Lama, who has been

living in exile for forty years,
claims the boy is the eleventh
reincarnalion of the Panchen
Lama, the second holiest
individual in Tibetan Buddhism.

Lamas are deemed to be on the threshold of enlightenment yet
have postponed the final stage of nirvana (which would end the
cycle of earthly rebirths) in order to be of assistance to the
Tibetan people. Whereas, before his retreat, the Dalai Lama had
historically been the sovereign ruler of Tibet, concerned with
secular as well as spiritual matters, the Panchen Lama's focus
has been exclusively spiritual and he is believed by some to be
spiritually superior to the Dalai Lama. The Dalai is thought to be
the reincarnation of the Buddha's body; the Panchen represents
the Buddha’s mind.

The tenth Panchen Lama died in 1989 under “mysterious”
circumstances. (There are frequent hints by the supporters of
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